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WORSHIP SERVICES

Worship Serviceand Sunday Schooht 11:00am
Nursery Provided

December 2 First Advent i Communion
AAdvent o
Romans 13: 1114
Matthew 24: 3644

December 9 Second Advent
AMake Wayo
Matthew 3:1-12

December 16 Third Advent
Lessons and Carols

Sunday School Program
At 12:45pm

December 23 Fourth Advent T Family Sunday
Al mmanuel O
Romans 1:17
Matthew 1:18-25

December 24 Christmas Eve
Service of Candlelight and Carols
7:30pm

December 30 Family Sunday
Als It Time Yet ?0
Psalm 148
Matthew 2:13-23
Ecc. 3: 213




First Congregational Church
2150 S. Foothill Drive
Salt Lake City, Utah 84109

Phone: (801) 4871357 Fax: (801) 4661331

Web Address: www.firstcongregationalslc.org
Email: firstcongo@qgwestoffice.net
Church Hours: Tuesdayi Thursday: 8:30am- 3:00pm

Friday: 8:00am - Noon

Worship Hour: Sundays at 11:00am
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REFLECTIONS FROM THE PASTOR: . (@D

By Pastor AlHammond *g?/
ADVENT g

Advent brings many expectations: ankle deep powder for
the first ski runs of the season or family gatherings with children
home from school or cute grandchildren grabbing the fine oriental
porcelain or the frenzy of Christmas shopping saegkine perfect
gift. Many expectations revolve around that word: Advent.

The first Advent was a change in cosmic seasons; not rocky
ski slopes being covered by snow but light displacing darkness,
hope replacing the despair of the ages, love and gracegamo
a world governed by harsh and heartless laws.

The most incredible, most discussed, family gathering of all
time occurred in a little, out of the way village. Far from the
comfort of home or the luxury of a pampered resort, a young
couple gatherkaround their first child, a son. Called Immanuel,
God with Us, his name is Jesus or God rescues. The incredible
family reunion: humankind and creator, God coming into the world
as a vulnerable infant, coming at a point in time, to reconcile the
separaed family of mankind with eternity.

There were no crowds fighting for that Christmas gift, no
special sales causing shivering people to form lines in predawn
darkness. The young mother had an idea of what a gift she bore;
the father as well. A few hipeople came looking for this gift of
hope, leaving to tell others of angelic singing and a tiny infant.

Yet this advent child, a gift of grace who offered grace, is the most
remembered gift of all time.

Advent. Advent was not a solitary event, happeminky
once. Advent happens each season as we celebrate God's perfect
gift to God's family; Advent happens each time that we again
recognize the coming of Christ into our lives, are renewed by
God's gift of mercy and grace, as we celebrate that God isugjith
regardless of the date on the calendar.

May you have a blessed Advent, a time of reunion with and
within the family of God, a time of joy and peace, love and hope.
Blessings,

Al



AL HAMMOND 17 CONTACT INFORMATION

| will be in the office mornings(It is a good idea to call
and confirm) | will also be available other times by appointment.
Please let me know if you would like to meet or have me visit.
(Home hospital, etce.)

After hours please contact me at Home (801) 2935, Cell (801)
891-4%44 or email ainterim.pastor@earthlink.net A
*}3{'
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NOTE: EARLY CLARION DEADLINE -

FROM THE SECRETARY
By Kristi Hanson
JANUARY CLARION DEADLINE 1S
FRIDAY , DECEMBER 14, 2007

PLEASE HAVE YOUR ARTICLES INON TIM E

V Stewardship Reflectiors |
’> | 6ve seen you stailki
the aisles, searching for that exspecial gift.i
Stashing away a few dollars a month to buy him
| some lizareskin boots; staring at a thousand rings to find the pest
diamond; stayg up all night Christmas Eve, assembling the mew
 bicycle. Why do you do it? So the eyes will pop, the jaw will
idrop. To hear those words af
: And that is why God did it. Next time a sunrise steals your
' breath or a nadow of flowers leaves you speechless, remainithat
fway. Say nothing, and | isteéen
1 did it just for you.o |
| --Max Lucado, The Great House of God |


mailto:interim.pastor@earthlink.net

DECEMBER OUTREACH

’ Saturday, Dec. 1: We will have another food sorting
session at the Food Bank from 10 to noon. Address: 1025 S. 700
West. See Ken Rockwell for further details.

Sunday, Dec. 210,000 Villages:We will once again host 10,000
Villages. You will hare the opportunity to purchase unique
handicrafts made by artisans in developing countries: Christmas
ornaments and Nativities, jewelry, personal accessories, and
childrendés items. Ten Thousan
mission is to provide vitafair income to Third World people by
marketing their handicrafts in North America. Their vision is that
one day all artisans in developing countries will earn a fair wage,
be treated with dignity and respect, and have a good quality of life.

Sunday, [2c. 2, 9, and 16: During the first few Sundays in
December we will once again stage #igernative Gifts
International Markethat was so successful last year. You can
donate money targeted for an international project aiding the needy
of the world, andyet a gift card describing the project, to be sent to
an honoree of your choice. Some examples:

e For the price of an i Pod, p
kit in North Korea with basic diagnostic tools to enable
doctors to deliver better health care.

e For the price of a video game, provide a wheelchair and
give mobility, dignity, independence, and hope to a person
with disabilities in Cambodia.

e For the cost of a dinner and movie, provide permanent,
accessible, clean water for an Andean village.

Glenda Lehlbux is orchestrating the organization and setup of the
bazaar, and would appreciate a little help with setting up and
staffing the tables on the first two Sundays of December. For
further information call Glenda at 73®50.

6



Saturday, December 8: Salvatidsrmy bell ringing at K
Mart on Parleys Way. This is being coordinated by PF; see Mary
Wittke to volunteer.

Sunday, Dec. 30: Time once again to make sandwiches
after church. Volunteers needed for serving that evening at the St.
Vincent de Paul soup kihen, 4:30 to 6 pm.

All month: The Shar¢he-Warmth tree will be set up in the
Narthex. Bring mittens, scarves, hats, and other warm articles of
clothing.

Offeringsdesignated for Outreach will go &dternative
Gifts International,the foundation thizorganizes the Alternative
Giving Market. (Websitehttp://www.alternativeqgifts.orgy A
portion of Christmas Eve plate donations go to the NACCC
Retired Ministers Fund.

SHARE THE WARMTH TREE

Duringthe month of December, we will be collecting new
or gently wused winter clothing
War mt ho project. We invite you
with cold weather accessories, such as mittens, gloves, socks, hats
and scarve. Larger items may be placed under the tree, or may be
placed in the clothing collection box at the base of the south
stairway.

HANGING OF THE GREENS

Please reserve the morning of December
1st, 10:00AM until Noon for the Hanging of the
Greens. Come helus decorate and bring the
colors and lights of the season to our sanctuary and
narthex Many hands make light work and it is fun
working together to create a space we can enjoy
throughout the Christmas season. See you there. Contact anyone
on the Board bDeacons for more information.



http://www.alternativegifts.org/

CHRISTMAS EVE DONATIONS
The National Association of
Congregational Christian Churches Ministerial
,{ \;tf) Assistance and Enrichment Fund will be the
1"/

recipient of a portion of the Christmas Eve
donations.

LESSONS AND CAROLS

Once again thehird Sunday in Advent will feature the
message of Christmas in our celebration of Lessons and Carols.
The Chancel Choir will offer beautiful music. Plan to worship with
us on Sunday December™1at 11:00am.

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE

Everyone ignvited to join us this Christmas Eve as we
welcome the Christ Child with our traditional service of carols and
candlelight. The service will begin at 7:30pm. We will hear the
traditional words of Christmas from the gospel of Luke. We will
observe the natity scene as portrayed by our Pilgrim Fellowship
youth. And finally, we will celebrate Christmas with candlelight
sweeping through the sanctuary
of coffee and fellowship will follow the worship service.

COOKIES FOR CHRISTMAS EVE i COFFEE HOUR

As you are doing your holiday baking, please set aside
some cookies for the Christmas Eve fellowship hour following the
service. Please bring your baked goods to the church kitchen
before the service on the®24Thank You.

N




SUNDAY SCHOOL UPDATE

During Sunday School in November we learned to
recognize the unique gifts each of us has, and how we can use
those gifts to serve God and others. In December we will be
celebrating the birth ofNe®@itsroi.s
Mary Van Minde and Marissa Dropek will be teaching, and you
wonodot want to miss the childre
the Childrends Message on Dece
join our fun and busy classes.

SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS
PROGRAM

Christmas is in the airandean  we 6 | | be
casting parts for the Sunday School Christmas
play. Children can sign up for speaking or nion
speaking parts on the bulletin board in the gym.
Parts will be assigned after everyone has signed up. Rehearsal will
be held December f4rom 6-8 pm. Pizza will be served prior to
the rehearsal, and we will be fitting costumes afterward. A soup
lunch will be held after church on December 16, and the program
will begin at 12:45 p.m. following lunch. Thank you to Pat
Ericson for all her work withhis program and to Scott Brown for
making lunch for us.

CHURCH WOMEN UNITED

Church Women United Advent will be held on December
7" at the St. PaulEpiscopalChurch on 261 S. 900 E. at 1:00pm
with tea following.

EAGLE SCOUTS

The Eagle Scoutlaquein the Fireside Room needs to be
updated. Please provide the name, month, and year of scouts who
earned the Eagle rank after October 1996. Please contact Alice
Stephenson with questions.




