
 

 

 
Wherever you are coming from, and wherever you are going, you belong. 
Whatever your background, your race, or your ethnicity, you belong. 
Whomever you love, whatever your sexual orientation, you belong. 
Whatever your gender expression, you belong. 
Whatever your nationality or legal status, you belong. 
Whatever your abilities, you belong. 
Whatever generation you come from, you belong. 
Wherever you lay your head at night, you belong. 
Whether you are a long-time Christian, spiritual seeker or a doubter, you belong. 
If you’re here this morning, you belong. 

 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL Church 

1710 South Foothill Drive ∙ Salt Lake City, Utah 

801-487-1357 ∙ www.firstcongregationalslc.org 

firstcongregationalslc@gmail.com 
 

                                                       Find us on:   

 

January 11, 2026 
161st Anniversary Sunday 



 

 

Worship Celebration 
January 11, 2026                                              _  10:30AM 
Prelude                                                           Alan Chavez, Pianist 
 
Welcome and Announcements                     Ken Rockwell, Liturgist      
Greeting Your Nearby Neighbor    
 
*Hymn               “In Christ There Is No East or West”             #603                
     
Call to Worship  
One:  Hear the voice of God, powerful and majestic! 

Know the Presence of God in whirlwind and flames. 
ALL:  God can speak to us in thunder and fire. 

God can be revealed as a quiet voice within us. 
One:  See the works of God in the life of Jesus. 

Feel the Spirit gently descending on our gathering. 
ALL:   God calls us to ministries of healing. 

God accepts and affirms us and fills us with light. 
One:  Remember your baptism and sense God’s blessing— 

Recall God’s promises and dare to live by them. 
ALL:  God can take us by the hand and hold us. 

God can grant us a spirit of caring and service. Let us worship God!  

 

Invocation and Lord’s Prayer 
O God of Grace, Creator of all, we come before You with thanks, for giving us life 
and calling us to be Your servants. We come to receive the light Your promises, for 
You to equip us to bear Your blessings to the ends of the earth. Hear our cries and 
draw us out of the pits of desolation. Place our feet on solid rock, and help us to step 
forward with patient trust. Baptize us anew with Your Spirit, as we seek to realize 
and live out the community You intend. We pray this in the Name of Jesus the Christ, 
Who still teaches us to pray…“Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy 
Name. Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this 
day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the Kingdom, the Power 
and the Glory forever. Amen” 
 



 

 

Choir Anthem                                             Devon Bettolo, Director 
 
Scripture Reading                                               Isaiah 42:1–9 
                        May the Lord bless us and help with 

our understanding of these words.  
Scripture Reading          Acts 10:1–6, 9–21, 25–29, 33–35, 44–48 
 
Message           “Is Your/My God Too Small?”        Rev. Doug Gray 

*Hymn                         “Blessed Be Your Name”                    Insert 
Verse 1  
Blessed be Your name  
In the land that is plentiful  
Where Your streams  
of abundance flow  
Blessed be Your name  
Blessed be Your name  
When I’m found in the desert place  
Though I walk through  
the wilderness  
Blessed be Your name   
Ev’ry blessing You pour out  
I’ll Turn back to praise  
When the darkness closes in Lord  
Still I will say  
 
Chorus  
Blessed be the name of the Lord  
Blessed be Your name  
Blessed be the name of the 
Lord Blessed by Your glorious Name 

Verse 2  
Blessed be Your name  
When the sun’s shining down on me  
When the world’s all as it should be  
Blessed be Your name  
Blessed be Your name  
On the road marked with suffering  
Though there’s pain in the offering  
Blessed be Your name  
Ev’ry blessing You pour out I’ll  
Turn back to praise  
When the darkness closes in Lord  
Still I will say  
 
Bridge  
You give and take away  
You give and take away  
My heart will choose to say  
Lord blessed be Your name 

Joys and Concerns  
Silent and Pastoral Prayers    



 

 

Prayer Response (Unison)                                                        #4 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, 

And all that is within me, 
Bless God’s holy name. Amen 

 
Invitation to Offering                                         
Offertory        
*Doxology                                                                             #34 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below; 
Praise God above ye heavenly host 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen 

 
*Prayer of Dedication  
Sovereign God, we have signed on to be Your people, so we bring gifts that 
represent our best, that You might bless them and multiply their effectiveness among 
us and in outreach ministries in Christ’s name.  We thank You for times of renewal 
and blessing, which equip us to give ourselves more fully in the tasks You set before 
us.  Amen. 
 
 

*Closing Hymn        “Will You Let Me Be Your Servant?”       #391         
                  
*Benediction (Unison)  
Let us go now. As we go, let us remember: We haven’t just been to church…we ARE 
the church. And when we are truly the church, then we are the Presence of Christ to 
each other and to the world. So let us go into the world and be the Church, through 
the transforming love and power of the Risen Lord, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
*Congregational Blessing             “God Be with You”           #716      
God be with you till we meet again, 
By his counsels guide uphold you, 
With his sheep securely fold you; 
God be with you till we meet again. 
 
*Postlude                                               *Congregation, please stand, if able. 



 

 

 

Anniversary Luncheon ~ Following service we will be holding a special luncheon 
held upstairs in the Parish Hall. Please join us. 
 
Photography and Video Notice ~ Photos and videos from today may be used on 
social media, our website and YouTube. If you prefer your image not to be included, 
please inform Kristi or Doug.                                                             

                                  
                                      Announcements 
Adult Formation – Sundays at 9:15am ~ Join us in the classroom across 
from the office for great books and conversation with Rev. Doug Gray  
and Father Trace Browning. We will be reading, Faith for the Curious. 

 
Bible Study Lunch Bunch ~ Bible Study Lunch Bunch is currently a work in progress. 
Pastor Doug is exploring a new day of the week and possibly a new time. Please 
watch for updates. For now, Bible Study Lunch Bunch is on hold. If you are interested 
in learning more and joining the conversation, talk with or email Pastor Doug. 

 
January Outreach Project ~ We are pleased to continue our support of Shriners 
Children’s Salt Lake City as our January Outreach Project. For more than a century, 
Shriners Children’s has provided specialized pediatric care to children throughout 
Utah, Idaho, Wyoming, Colorado, Arizona, Nevada, and New Mexico. The hospital 
is nationally ranked among the top 50 for pediatric orthopedic care, offering 
services including orthopedic surgery, pediatric rehabilitation and therapy, 
neuromuscular care, spine and spinal cord treatment, and clubfoot care. Shriners 
Children’s is not government funded, except when families qualify through Medicaid. 
Ways to Support: 

• General Fund – Supports medical care, specialized treatments, advanced 
diagnostics and imaging, prosthetic services, transportation and housing, food, 
and essential supplies. 

• Wheelchair Fund – Provides custom-fit wheelchairs, specialized seating, loaner 
equipment, and family education and training. 

• Adaptive Bike Program – Funds custom adaptive bicycles for children with 
physical and developmental challenges, including safety modifications, 
replacement parts, and maintenance. Shriners also offers Un-Limb-ited Summer 
and Winter Camps, including rafting and skiing opportunities. 

To learn more, visit: 
Shriners Children’s Salt Lake City 
https://www.shrinerschildrens.org/en/locations/salt-lake-city 

https://www.shrinerschildrens.org/en/locations/salt-lake-city


 

 

Join us today following worship for our 161st Anniversary Luncheon       
Come celebrate this special occasion together with food, fellowship, and 
gratitude.  

 
Rev. Doug on Vacation ~ Rev. Doug will be traveling with Cynthia and will be out 
of the office from January 12–20. For any pastoral concerns during this time, please 
contact the church office or one of our Parish Nurses. Thank you for your 
understanding. 

 
Weekly Calendar 
Jan. 11 – Anniversary Sunday Luncheon Following 
Jan. 13 – Outreach Meeting@10am 

Jan. 15 – Choir Rehearsal@7pm 
Jan. 18 – Adult Formation@9:15am 
Jan. 18 – Choir Rehearsal@9:30am 
Jan. 18 – Worship Service@10:30am – Rev. Pam Archbold, Preaching 
Jan. 18 – Sandwich Making Following Worship 
Jan. 18 – Taizé Service@7pm 

 
Kristi’s Office Hours  
Jan. 12-16 
Monday – Off 
Tuesday – 8am–4pm 
Wednesday – Remote 
Thursday – 8am–4pm 
Friday – Remote 
 

Doug’s Office Hours -  
Out on Vacation through January 20 
Monday – Vacation 
Tuesday – Vacation 
Wednesday – Vacation 
Thursday – Vacation 
Friday – Vacation 

 
We’re glad you’re here. We hope you feel the same 
community and grace that brings us back each week. If you 
feel moved to give, you are welcome to use the QR Codes   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Scriptures: 
 

Isaiah 42:1-9 (NIV) 
 
42 “Here is my servant, whom I uphold, 
    my chosen one in whom I delight; 
I will put my Spirit on him, 
    and he will bring justice to the nations. 
2 He will not shout or cry out, 
    or raise his voice in the streets. 
3 A bruised reed he will not break, 
    and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out. 
In faithfulness he will bring forth justice; 
4     he will not falter or be discouraged 
till he establishes justice on earth. 
    In his teaching the islands will put their 
hope.” 
5 This is what God the Lord says— 
the Creator of the heavens, who stretches them 
out,  
    who spreads out the earth with all that 
springs from it, 

    who gives breath to its people, 
    and life to those who walk on it: 
6 “I, the Lord, have called you in righteousness; 
    I will take hold of your hand. 
I will keep you and will make you 
    to be a covenant for the people 
    and a light for the Gentiles, 
7 to open eyes that are blind, 
    to free captives from prison 
    and to release from the dungeon those who 
sit in darkness. 
8 “I am the Lord; that is my name! 
    I will not yield my glory to another 
    or my praise to idols. 
9 See, the former things have taken place, 
    and new things I declare; 
before they spring into being 
    I announce them to you.” 

 
 
Acts 10:1-48 (NIV) 
 

10 At Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion in what was known as the Italian 
Regiment. 2 He and all his family were devout and God-fearing; he gave generously to those in 
need and prayed to God regularly. 3 One day at about three in the afternoon he had a vision. He 
distinctly saw an angel of God, who came to him and said, “Cornelius!” 

4 Cornelius stared at him in fear. “What is it, Lord?” he asked. 
The angel answered, “Your prayers and gifts to the poor have come up as a memorial 

offering before God. 5 Now send men to Joppa to bring back a man named Simon who is called 
Peter. 6 He is staying with Simon the tanner, whose house is by the sea.” 

7 When the angel who spoke to him had gone, Cornelius called two of his servants and a devout 
soldier who was one of his attendants. 8 He told them everything that had happened and sent them 
to Joppa. 

9 About noon the following day as they were on their journey and approaching the city, Peter 
went up on the roof to pray. 10 He became hungry and wanted something to eat, and while the meal 
was being prepared, he fell into a trance. 11 He saw heaven opened and something like a large 
sheet being let down to earth by its four corners. 12 It contained all kinds of four-footed animals, as 
well as reptiles and birds. 13 Then a voice told him, “Get up, Peter. Kill and eat.” 

14 “Surely not, Lord!” Peter replied. “I have never eaten anything impure or unclean.” 
15 The voice spoke to him a second time, “Do not call anything impure that God has made clean.” 
16 This happened three times, and immediately the sheet was taken back to heaven. 



 

 

17 While Peter was wondering about the meaning of the vision, the men sent by Cornelius found 
out where Simon’s house was and stopped at the gate. 18 They called out, asking if Simon who was 
known as Peter was staying there. 

19 While Peter was still thinking about the vision, the Spirit said to him, “Simon, three[a] men are 
looking for you. 20 So get up and go downstairs. Do not hesitate to go with them, for I have sent 
them.” 

21 Peter went down and said to the men, “I’m the one you’re looking for. Why have you come?” 
22 The men replied, “We have come from Cornelius the centurion. He is a righteous and God-

fearing man, who is respected by all the Jewish people. A holy angel told him to ask you to come to 
his house so that he could hear what you have to say.” 23 Then Peter invited the men into the house to 
be his guests. 

The next day Peter started out with them, and some of the believers from Joppa went 
along. 24 The following day he arrived in Caesarea. Cornelius was expecting them and had called 
together his relatives and close friends. 25 As Peter entered the house, Cornelius met him and fell at 
his feet in reverence. 26 But Peter made him get up. “Stand up,” he said, “I am only a man myself.” 

27 While talking with him, Peter went inside and found a large gathering of people. 28 He said to 
them: “You are well aware that it is against our law for a Jew to associate with or visit a 
Gentile. But God has shown me that I should not call anyone impure or unclean. 29 So when I was 
sent for, I came without raising any objection. May I ask why you sent for me?” 

30 Cornelius answered: “Three days ago I was in my house praying at this hour, at three in the 
afternoon. Suddenly a man in shining clothes stood before me 31 and said, ‘Cornelius, God has heard 
your prayer and remembered your gifts to the poor. 32 Send to Joppa for Simon who is called 
Peter. He is a guest in the home of Simon the tanner, who lives by the sea.’ 33 So I sent for you 
immediately, and it was good of you to come. Now we are all here in the presence of God to listen 
to everything the Lord has commanded you to tell us.” 

34 Then Peter began to speak: “I now realize how true it is that God does not show 
favoritism 35 but accepts from every nation the one who fears him and does what is right. 36 You 
know the message God sent to the people of Israel, announcing the good news of peace through 
Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. 37 You know what has happened throughout the province of Judea, 
beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John preached— 38 how God anointed Jesus of 
Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he went around doing good and healing all who 
were under the power of the devil, because God was with him. 

39 “We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They 
killed him by hanging him on a cross, 40 but God raised him from the dead on the third day and 
caused him to be seen. 41 He was not seen by all the people, but by witnesses whom God had 
already chosen—by us who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42 He commanded 
us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one whom God appointed as judge of the 
living and the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives 
forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

44 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who heard the 
message. 45 The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astonished that the gift of the 
Holy Spirit had been poured out even on Gentiles. 46 For they heard them speaking in tongues[b] and 
praising God. 

Then Peter said, 47 “Surely no one can stand in the way of their being baptized with water. They 
have received the Holy Spirit just as we have.” 48 So he ordered that they be baptized in the name 
of Jesus Christ. Then they asked Peter to stay with them for a few days. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%2010&version=NIV#fen-NIV-27279a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%2010&version=NIV#fen-NIV-27306b

