
 

 

 
Wherever you are coming from, and wherever you are going, you belong. 
Whatever your background, your race, or your ethnicity, you belong. 
Whomever you love, whatever your sexual orientation, you belong. 
Whatever your gender expression, you belong. 
Whatever your nationality or legal status, you belong. 
Whatever your abilities, you belong. 
Whatever generation you come from, you belong. 
Wherever you lay your head at night, you belong. 
Whether you are a long-time Christian, spiritual seeker or a doubter, you belong. 
If you’re here this morning, you belong. 

 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL Church 

1710 South Foothill Drive ∙ Salt Lake City, Utah 

801-487-1357 ∙ www.firstcongregationalslc.org 

firstcongregationalslc@gmail.com 
 

                                                       Find us on:   

 

November 30, 2025 
1st Sunday in Advent ~ Hope 

 



 

 

Worship Celebration 
November 30, 2025                                          _  10:30AM 
Prelude                                                           Alan Chavez, Pianist 
 
Welcome and Announcements                                  Marge Kimes                                       
Greeting Your Nearby Neighbor    
 
*Hymn              “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus”               #153               
     
Call to Worship and Lighting of Advent Candle ~ Hope 
One:  The God of peace calls us to this season of anticipation. 

The God of love summons us to this time of worship. 
Many: I was glad when they said to me,  

“Let us go to the house of our God.” 
One:  Let all people and all nations bow together in praise. 

Let us wake from sleep to welcome our salvation. 
Many: Here we will seek the light that God offers us. 

Here we will prepare to walk in God’s path. 
One:  Let us light the first candle for Hope. 

Let us watch for the one who makes all things new! 
Many: We will equip ourselves as Jesus’ disciples, 

Watching and waiting, hoping and serving, in Christ’s Name.  
Let us worship God! 

 

Invocation and Lord’s Prayer 
You have led us to this place, wondrous God. Help us feel Your Presence with us, as 
we encounter Your Word. You have drawn us together and bound us firmly to one 
another. We give You thanks for giving us an identity as friends through Jesus Christ. 
In this season, we remember Your unexpected appearance among us in the birth of 
a child. Make Yourself known to us now, as we pray the prayer Jesus teaches… 
“Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us 
our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For Thine is the Kingdom, the Power and the Glory forever. Amen” 
 

Choir Anthem                                             Devon Bettolo, Director                 



 

 

Scripture Reading                                                    Joshua 2:1–14 
                        May the Lord bless us and help with 

our understanding of these words.                        
Scripture Reading                                           Matthew 1:1–17                               
 
Message    Seeking Hidden Christmas: “The Mothers of Jesus”                                                            
                                                                             Rev. Doug Gray 
 
*Hymn                      “Hope Was Born This Night”                Insert
Verse 1 
Tonight I can see a star shine 
And its splendor fills up the sky 
It's the same that appeared 
And the wise men revered 
When hope was born this night 
Out upon the snowy fields 
There's a silent peace that heals 
And it echoes the grace 
Of our Savior's embrace 
Because hope was born this night 
 
Chorus 
Glory to God in the highest 
Peace on earth 
Good will toward men 
Let all of the world 
Sing a chorus of joy 
Because hope was born this night 
 
 
 

Verse 2 
I can hear the Christmas bells ring 
As softly a church choir sings 
It's the song used to praise 
The Ancient of Days 
When hope was born this night 
There are angels in this place 
And my heart resounds with the praise 
Like a shepherd so scared 
I'll rejoice and declare 
That hope was born this night 
 
Bridge 
Gloria gloria 
Gloria gloria 
Gloria gloria 
Gloria gloria 
 
Ending 
I know hope was born this night 
Because Christ was born this night 

Joys and Concerns  
Silent and Pastoral Prayers    
 
 
 



 

 

Prayer Response (Unison)                                                        #4 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, 

And all that is within me, 
Bless God’s holy name. Amen 

 
Invitation to Offering                                         
Offertory        
*Doxology                                                                             #34 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below; 
Praise God above ye heavenly host 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen 

 
*Prayer of Dedication  
With these gifts, we seek to do the good You intend, O God. We commit ourselves 
anew to Your way of hope and peace. Prosper the work of Your church in this 
community, and link us with all who watch and wait for You to be revealed. Amen 

 
*Closing Hymn         “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear”       #191      
                  
*Benediction (Unison)  
We have been reminded that Jesus Christ is Lord and that we are God’s servants. I 
am loved. I am forgiven. We hear Your promises: we are loved, we are forgiven, 
we are empowered. And now we are sent to live as God’s faithful, hopeful ones. As 
we go, come with us, Lord Jesus! Touch people’s lives with grace and peace through 
us we pray. Amen. 

 

*Congregational Blessing             “God Be with You”           #716      
God be with you till we meet again, 
By his counsels guide uphold you, 
With his sheep securely fold you; 
God be with you till we meet again. 

 
*Postlude                                               *Congregation, please stand, if able. 

 
 



 

 

Coffee Hour ~ The Outreach Board would like to thank Susan Baer and 
Marilyn Felkner for hosting Coffee Hour this week. If you would like to sign up 
to be a host or assist, a sign-up sheet is on one of the serving tables at the back 
of the room. We appreciate your help with Coffee Hour! 
 
Photography and Video Notice ~ Photos and videos from today may be used 
on social media, our website and YouTube. If you prefer your image not to be 
included, please inform Kristi or Doug. 

 
                                   Announcements 
Adult Formation – Sundays at 9:15am ~ Join us in the classroom across 
from the office for great books and conversation with Rev. Doug Gray  
and Father Trace Browning. Starting next week, on December 7, we will spend 
time with Handel’s Messiah and the hopeful Bible passages he picked for that 
remarkable work. 
 
Friday Lunch Bunch ~ Fridays at Noon via Zoom Starting December 5, we 
will begin our Advent series using Tim Keller’s book, Hidden Christmas. 

November Outreach Project – We Are Pivoting! 
Even though the shutdown has lifted, many families are still facing food 
insecurity. Throughout November, FCC will collect non-perishable food items 
for Hildegarde’s Food Pantry and direct monetary donations to the Utah 
Food Bank.  

Special November Outreach – The Inn Between 
Thank you for your generous support! The Inn Between is grateful for all recent 
donations and has a few additional needs: 
• Toilet paper 
• Tissues 
• Chapstick 
• Medium shampoo (8 oz) 
• Heavy-duty backpacks & small suitcases 
• Women’s socks 
• Winter gloves 
 
 



 

 

No One Dies Alone (NODA) Training at the Inn Between ~ We're excited to 
invite you to our upcoming NODA Training on Thursday, December 4th at 5:30 
PM. This session will be held in a hybrid format, join us in person or virtually via 
Teams. Please allow 60 to 90 min. for the full training and we'll provide 
refreshments and snacks for those attending in person. Please RSVP using this 
link: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeYN7Qzo_kOdznhVHQmt4V
8cMGxaMTCg29Wf6zWKMMmSX1P4Q/viewform Note: You must RSVP in 
advance to attend. This helps us prepare and ensures you receive the correct 
access details. 

_______________________________________________________________      
Weekly Calendar 
Dec. 1 – 4 – Rev. Doug Remote work week 
Dec. 2 – Deacons Meeting@2pm 
Dec. 2 – Bell Choir Rehearsal@6:30pm 
Dec. 3 – Men’s Breakfast@9am 
Dec. 4 – Choir Rehearsal@7pm 
Dec. 5 – Friday Book Study@Noon via Zoom 
Dec. 7 – Adult Formation@9:15am 
Dec. 7 – Choir Rehearsal@9:30am 
Dec. 7 – 2nd Advent Worship@10:30am 
Dec. 7 – Taizé Service@7pm 
_________________________________________________________________
Kristi’s Office Hours  
Dec.1– 5 
Monday – Off 
Tuesday – 8am–4pm 
Wednesday – Remote 
Thursday – 8am–4pm 
Friday – Remote 

Doug’s Office Hours -  
Dec. 1–5 ~ Remote Week 
Monday – Remote 
Tuesday – Remote 
Wednesday – Off 
Thursday – Remote 
Friday – 9am – 4pm 

_________________________________________________________________ 
We are glad you are here. We hope you experience 
the same sense of community and grace that brings us 
back week after week. We believe it’s grace that 
drew you here today. If you are moved to give, you 
are welcome to use the QR Codes   

 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeYN7Qzo_kOdznhVHQmt4V8cMGxaMTCg29Wf6zWKMMmSX1P4Q/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeYN7Qzo_kOdznhVHQmt4V8cMGxaMTCg29Wf6zWKMMmSX1P4Q/viewform


 

 

Looking Ahead to Advent 

 
Advent Candle Lighters and Readers Needed  
Sign Up Sheet is located on Bulletin Board 
As we prepare for Advent, we’re looking for: 

• Candle Lighters – Light the Advent candles during Sunday worship. 
• Readers for Lessons & Carols – Share scripture during our joint service 

with All Saints. 

 
Christmas Eve Coffee Hour  
Wednesday, December 24 | 7:30 p.m. Service (Upstairs) 
After our candlelight service of worship, we’ll gather for a festive Coffee Hour. 
Volunteers are needed to bring treats, help set up, and assist with cleanup. To 
help, contact Karyl Bennion or any Council member. 

 
Advent Worship Schedule ~ Seeking Hidden Christmas 
Dec. 7 – Advent 2: Peace 
Dec. 14 – Advent 3: Love (Lessons & Carols, shared with ASEC, upstairs) 
Dec. 21 – Advent 4: Joy 
Dec. 21 – Blue Christmas@7pm 
Dec. 24 – Christmas Eve Candlelight Service @ 7:30 p.m. (upstairs) 
Fellowship Hour to follow  

 
Holiday Office Hours 
Christmas Eve through December 26 office closed. From December 29 
through January 4, the office will be open for limited hours as needed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Advent and Christmas 2025 
“Seeking Hidden Christmas” 

 
November 30, 2025 

1st Sunday of Advent ~ Hope 
“The Mothers of Jesus” 

Worship Service@10:30am 
 

December 7 
2nd Sunday of Advent ~ Peace 

Communion  
“The Fathers of Jesus” 

Worship Service@10:30am 
 

December 14 
3rd Sunday of Advent ~ Love 

Lesson & Carols 
Shared Service with All Saints Episcopal Church (Upstairs) 

Worship Service@10:30am 
Joint Coffee Hour following worship 

 
December 21  

 4th Sunday of Advent ~ Joy 
“Shepherd’s Faith” 

Worship Service@10:30am 
 

Blue Christmas@7pm 
Service shared with All Saints Episcopal Church (Upstairs) 

 
December 24 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service@7:30pm 
“Light Shines in the Darkness” 

 
December 28 

Christmas Worship 
Rev. Joanna Hart, Preaching 
Worship Service@10:30am 


