REMAIN IN THE DEBT OF

LOVE

TO ONE ANOTHER.

Wherever you are coming from, and wherever you are going, you belong.
Whatever your background, your race, or your ethnicity, you belong.

Whomever you love, whatever your sexual orientation, you belong.

Whatever gender expression, you belong.

Whatever nationality or legal status, you belong.

Whatever your abilities, you belong.

Whatever generation you come from, you belong.

Wherever you lay your head at night, you belong.

Whether you are a long-time Christian, spiritual seeker, or a doubter, you belong.
If you're here this morning, you belong.

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
1710 South Foothill Drive * Salt Lake City, Utah

801-487-1357 * www.firstcongregationalslc.org
firstcongregationalslc@gmail.com

Find us on: n You([T1) @

September 6, 2026
Communion Sunday



Worship Celebration

September 6, 2026 10:30AM
Prelude Alan Chavez, Pianist
Welcome and Announcements Cynthia Gray

Greeting Your Nearby Neighbor
*Opening Hymn “All Things Bright and Beautiful” #30
Call to Worship

One: God of love, we are a community
that remembers Your grace among us.
Many: With gratitude we thank You and with joy
we rejoice in the ways You have led us through
the difficult times in our lives.
One: We are part of the whole community of creation.
Many:  With all living things we praise You,
that You make us one.
One: We are a community that learns together.
Many:  With humility we listen for Your Word.
May we learn from one another,
and grow deeper in Your love. Let us worship God!

Invocation and Lord’s Prayers (Unison)

Gracious and loving God, as we gather in Your Presence this day, open
our ears to hear Your voice, and soften our hearts to those around us who
are hurt and struggling. Be the keeper of our souls, guide our steps in love
and mercy, and let Your peace dwell among us, as we worship and pray
the way Jesus teaches us... “Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be
Thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
Thine is the Kingdom, the Power and the Glory forever.” Amen



Scripture Reading Psalm 119: 33—-40
May the Lord bless us and help with
our understanding of these words.

Scripture Reading Romans 13:8-10
Message “Some Debt Is Better” Rev. Doug Gray
*Sermon Hymn “Goodness of God” Insert
Verse 1 Chorus

| love You Lord All my life You have been faithful
Oh Your mercy never fails me All my life You have been

All my days so so good

I've been held in Your hands With every breath that | am able
From the moment that | wake up | will sing of the goodness of God

Until I lay my head | will sing of
the goodness of God

Verse 2

| love Your voice

You have led me through the fire
In darkest night

You are close like no other

I've known You as a father

I've known You as a friend

| have lived in

the goodness of God

Joys and Concerns
Silent and Pastoral Prayers

Prayer Response (Unison) H4
Bless the Lord, O my soul,

And all that is within me,

Bless God’s holy name. Amen



Invitation to Offering
Offertory

*Doxology #34

Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise God all creatures here below;
Praise God above ye heavenly host
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen

*Prayer of Dedication

God of Grace, You continually forgive and renew us. Teach us to extend that
same mercy to others. Transform these offerings into ministries of compassion
that reflect Your love to the world. We give with grateful hearts, in the Name
of Jesus Christ. Amen

Communion Hymn “Let Us Break Bread Together” H699

Mystery of Holy Communion

Communion Prayer
God be with you
And also with you

Lift up your hearts
We lift them to God

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God
It is right to give God thanks and praise
We give You thanks

Invitation



Prayer of Confession

Free us, O God, from being so absorbed in our own concerns, that we forget
Your loving intention for us. We find it hard to view what is happening around
us, through any eyes but our own. We obey our own passions, rather than
joining in Your purposes that bless everyone. It is hard for us, who so value our
autonomy, to speak of things we have failed to do. Help us to open ourselves to
You, to be accountable to You, and to claim Your gifts of forgiveness and
eternal life through Jesus Christ. We sense that You intend for us to accept and
live forward with those gifts here and now. So help us, loving God to trust You
more. Amen.

Words of Institution
Sharing the Elements

*Prayer of Thanksgiving

Bountiful God, we give You thanks that You have refreshed us at Your
table by granting us the Presence of Christ. Strengthen our faith, increase
our love for one another, and send us forth into the world in courage and
peace, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen

*Closing Hymn “O Worship the King” H2

*Benediction (Unison)

Let us go now. As we go, let us remember: We haven’t just been to
church...we ARE the church. And when we are truly the church, then we are
the Presence of Christ to each other and to the world. So let us go into the
world and be the Church, through the transforming love and power of the
Risen Lord, Jesus Christ. Amen.

*Congregational Response “God Be with You” H716
God be with you till we meet again,

By his counsels guide uphold you,

With his sheep securely fold you;

God be with you till we meet again.

*Postlude *Congregation, please stand, if able.



Announcements

Thank You for Worshiping With Us!
We're glad you joined us today! Would you like to stay connected and receive
our weekly emails? Simply email or call the church office, and we’ll be happy to

add you to our communications list. Email: firstcongregationalslc@gmail.com,
Phone: 801-487-1357

Coffee Hour — FCC would like to thank Olivia Mclintire (Coffee Hour Assistant)

for setting up and cleaning up. If you would like to sign up to be a host, a sign-
up sheet is at the back.

September Outreach Project

For the month of September, The Outreach Board is collecting diapers and
financial donations for The Diaper Program at The Utah Food Bank. This
program provides diapers for struggling families across the State of Utah.
Often, food insecurity and inability to afford diapers go hand-in- hand so this
program allows families to deal with both problems at the same place.

Currently, the Diaper Program has a significant need for Newborn to Size 4
diapers. They have a large supply of Size 5 and pull-ups. They could use some
Size 6 and Size 7 diapers too.

The Diaper Program also welcomes financial donations as they are able to
purchase diapers at a discounted price. Let’s support the Diaper Program at
The Utah Food Bank with diapers and dollars!

Fall Flu Clinic — Sunday, September 27, 2026
Our annual Fall Flu Clinic, provided by Community Nursing Service (CNS),
will be held Sunday, September 27, following worship.
Vaccines avdilable: *Insurance will be billed for all vaccinations
+ Influenza — Regular Dose
« Influenza — Senior Dose
. COVID-19 Booster
Appointments are required. To schedule, please contact Diane Forster-
Burke at 801-699-4841 or cburke_5@msn.com. *When scheduling, please
indicate which vaccine(s) you would like.




Looking Ahead Fall Ministries Resume!

Choir — Begins Thursday, September 10

Choir rehearsals return Thursdays at 7pm, with Sunday morning rehearsal at
9:30am before worship. New singers are always welcome! Contact the church
office to be connected with our director, Devon Bettolo.

Bible Study Lunch Bunch — Begins Friday, September 11

Join us Fridays at noon on Zoom for thoughtful and welcoming conversation.
Bring your lunch and come as you are—no homework required! The Zoom link
can be found in the weekly email.

Adult Formation — Begins Sunday, September 13

Join Father Trace from ASEC and Rev. Doug for Adult Formation each Sunday
morning. This fall, the group will explore Richard Rohr’s Falling Upward: A
Spirituality for the Two Halves of Life. Bring your questions and curiosity!

Rally Day — Sunday, September 13
Celebrate the start of a new season of ministry at FCC! Join us for our special
Rally Day Worship Service at 10:30am

Taizé Service — Sunday, September 13 at 7pm

FCC and All Saints Episcopal Church come together for this contemplative
service of song, scripture, silence, reflection, and prayer. Please note:
September’s service is on the second Sunday. Beginning in October, Taizé
returns to the first Sunday of each month at 7pm

Bell Choir — Begins Tuesday, September 15

Our shared Bell Choir with All Saints returns! Rehearsals are Tuesdays from
6:30-8pm. All are welcome to ring with us. Contact the church office to be
connected with our director, Cynthia Gray.

Sandwich Making — Sunday, September 20

It’s the third Sunday of the month, which means Sandwich Making! Join FCC and
All Saints following worship upstairs in the ASEC Parish Hall as we make
sandwiches for those in need.



Upcoming Weekly Calendar

September 6 — Labor Day

September 8 — Outreach Meeting@10:30am
September 10 — Trustees Meeting@2pm
September 10 — Choir Rehearsal@7pm
September 11 — Women’s Breakfast@%am
September 11 — Bible Study Via Zoom@Noon
September 13 — Adult Formation@9:15am
September 13 — Rally Sunday Worship@10:30am
September 13 — Taizé Service@7pm

Donation Information FCC - We're glad you're here.
We hope you feel the same community and grace that
brings us back each week. If you feel moved to give,
you are welcome to use the QR Codes.

First Congregational
Church

Photography & Video Notice — Photos and videos from today may be
used on social media, our website, and YouTube. If you prefer not to be
included, please inform Kristi or Doug.

Sunday Scriptures
Romans 13:8-10 (NIV)
8 Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one
another, for whoever loves others has fulfilled the law. ° The commandments,
“You shall not commit adultery,” “You shall not murder,” “You shall not steal,”
“You shall not covet,” and whatever other command there may be, are summed
up in this one command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no harm
to a neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.

Notes:



