CONGREGATIONAL
CLARION
2150 FOOTHILL DRIVE
SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH
801-487-1357
May 2021

First Congregational Church
2150 S. Foothill Drive
Salt Lake City, Utah 84109
Phone: (801) 487-1357
Email: firstcongo@qwestoffice.net
Website: www.firstcongregationalslc.org
Office Hours:
Tuesday – Thursday: 8:30am – 3:00pm
Friday: 8:00am – Noon
Sunday Worship Services:
Online and In Person Worship at 10:30am
Follow Us On Facebook
First Congregational Church, Salt Lake City
Interim Minister:
Rev. Janie Gebhardt
Moderator:
Cissy Wolff
1st Assoc. Moderator: Carla McIntire
2nd Assoc. Moderator: Mike McIntire
Treasurer:
Paul Kelley
Financial Secretary:
Mike McIntire
Church Clerk:
Ken Rockwell
Board of Trustees:
Scott Hansen
Board of Deacons:
Phil LeHoux
Outreach Board:
Diane Forster-Burke
Christian Education:
Youth Director:
Molly Connor
Membership Board:
Parish Nurses:
Diane Forster-Burke, Marge Kimes, Lynne Calame
Camp Fellowship:
Christine Madsen and Shaun McIntire
Garden of Grace:
Scott & Jeanne Hansen
Choir Director:
Devon Bettolo
Organist:
Teresa Clawson
Church Secretary:
Kristi Hanson

Janie’s Jottings ~
Rev. Janie Gebhardt
A recent conversation seemed centered around a question of legacy
and it caused me to think about what legacy might look like – for us
personally and for the church. One definition I saw says legacy is
“anything handed down from the past”. When I think about the church in
that regard it might be the things like the organ and the stained-glass
window that church members of the past valued and therefore acquired
so they could be handed on. But it’s more than the actual objects, isn’t it?
Those items speak of values. They must have valued beautiful music and
the way it supported worship. I don’t know how long there was a dream
of an organ, nor the history of how it was procured, but to have the
largest organ in the valley at one point was quite an accomplishment.
And the window has a powerful story behind it, so the window stands as
a reminder of that story. But there is so much more; a part of your
inheritance is the story of the church’s beginning in the Salt Lake Valley –
a story of inclusion and perseverance but also a story of encouraging
people to value growing in faith. That growth would include the
establishment of schools and allowing other faith groups to be at home
within your early facility until they could establish themselves. That’s a
wonderful legacy of hospitality!
Another part of this church’s legacy is partnering with other nearby
religious groups in the establishment of Friendship Manor. That has been
a living legacy as it has provided supportive and affordable housing for
many since its inception. When that idea first came up, it was an entirely
new concept. How exciting to be part of a new venture which has proven
to be a wonderful place for seniors and people with disabilities for more
than 50 years. What a strong caring legacy for First Congregational
Church!
GOT GRADUATES?
We would like to honor all in our church family who will
be graduating from high school or college. Please call or
email the church office with this information. We will list our
graduates in the June Issue of the Clarion so get your
information in by May 19th.

FROM THE MODERATOR – CISSY WOLFF
Thank you to everyone who attended the informational meeting on
April 18, 2021 where Council outlined some of the options we have
explored along with the multitude of questions we have struggled with as
we determine our future. Over 30 people attended this very informative
meeting. Written information presented at this meeting is available on
the church's website under the NEWS tab or can be requested from the
church office.
Council will be selecting a real estate broker to help us through the
very complicated process of evaluating potential buyers for our
property. Council will also begin requesting concrete proposals from
interested buyers. This will include the Salt Lake RDA, interested
churches, and any commercial developers that may contact our selected
realtor. Be on the lookout for email updates on this process.
The Nominating Committee is working diligently to find volunteers to
keep our church functioning. Council is committed to staying together as
a loving, supportive, uplifting gathered community. The pandemic has
shown us that we have the ability to provide inspiration and support and
to continue functioning during times of uncertainty. We have much to
celebrate as we start to meet in person and we are ever thankful to all
of the people who have kept us going during these unprecedented
times. Please consider volunteering for a board or for any of the many
tasks required to keep this place going.
Please be on the lookout for the emails highlighting new information
as we determine our future and watch for the many activities that are
planned for spring and summer. Please join us as this special place
continues to provide meaningful spiritual experiences.
Secretary’s Travel Plans for May
Kristi will be out of the office May 18th through 21st, please plan
ahead if you need anything from her before she leaves.
CLARION DEADLINE
June Clarion Deadline will be May 19th. You can email your
articles or leave them in the church office.
firstcongo@qwestoffice.net

ANNUAL REPORTS DEADLINE
All annual reports need to be turned in to the church office
(firstcongo@qwestoffice.net) in final, print ready, electronic form by
May 19, 2021. This will give the office time to get the Report booklet
ready for the meeting. Thank You. If you have any questions please call
the church office at 801-487-1357.
ANNUAL MEETING
The 156th Annual Meeting of First
Congregational Church of Salt Lake City will be
held on June 6th, 2021 The purpose of the meeting
will be the presentation and approval of the
budget, receipt of reports from boards, moderator,
and minister, and election of board members and officers for the coming
year and other issues needing consideration by the membership of the
church. Please watch for details as to how this meeting will be held.
WOMEN’ LUNCHEON – MARK YOUR CALENDARS There will be a
Women's Luncheon on Saturday, May 29, 2021 at noon in the fireside
room. Please watch for emails giving details for this time of fun, food,
and fellowship.
SPRING Garden of Grace Renewal 2021
A heartfelt thanks to all those who stepped up to get
our Garden of Grace back into shape! We clipped back,
weeded, planted Daffodils around the Peace Pole,
put down some pre-emergent under a layer of
wood bark mulch.
Many thanks to Nick Gilson from the original Gilson Garden
for bringing bagels to keep us refreshed!
Enjoy the Spring flowers!
Jeanne, Scott, Jon and Ryan Hansen

MAY OUTREACH
In May the Outreach Board will be collecting monetary
donations for Dogs On Deployment, a 501(c)(3) national
non-profit which provides an online network for service
members to search for volunteers who are willing to board their pets
during their owners' service commitments, so they do not have to worry
about their pet's care during their absence. It was founded in 2011 by a
married couple who both served in the military. After a time when both
were deployed, during which they had to rely on others to care for their
pets, they recognized the need for a program to help others in a similar
situation. Dogs on Deployment helps not only the service members but
also their pets, which might have to be surrendered to shelters if the
service members could not find temporary homes for them. Dogs on
Deployment promotes responsible, life-long pet ownership by military
pet owners by advocating for military pet owner rights, providing
educational resources and granting financial assistance for military pet
owners during times of emergency. Webpage: dogsondeployment.org
History Lesson #3 First Congregational Church – Salt Lake City
In May of 1893, after moving into the Fourth South church, Dr. Clarence
T. Brown of Olivet, Michigan began his ministry in Salt Lake City. During
his 10 years of service there was steady growth in members and
indebtedness was almost repaid. Of him it was written, he was “all that
could be asked and more than could be expected”.
Due to reasons of health, Dr Brown resigned in 1903.
In October, 1903 the Rev. Elmer I. Goshen was installed as pastor. A
graduate of Chicago Seminary, he brought the latest Biblical Scholarship
and liberal interpretation to the First Church pulpit. He was a dynamic
minister to whom the Congregationalists and community listened for 34
years including the depression years. His weekly sermons and his daily
life spoke of the harmony and consistency of the universe and nature.
Rev. Goshen was instrumental in organizing a Boy Scout troop, Red Cross
activities and a free employment agency at the church. During his tenure,

for six years the worship services were held at the Pantages Theater
(now the Utah). Thousands attended to hear the dynamic speaker who
gave them hope and courage, and inspired them to lead more useful
lives.
Rev. George J. Weber preached his first sermon at First Church on
February 6, 1938 and for twenty years including World War II he was
the minister, giving tirelessly to the church, its members and the
community. He was responsible for the formation of a men's club with an
average attendance of 100 and the “Book and Thimble Club”for young
mothers and business women. He was a scholar and an effective speaker
who spoke often to groups outside of the church and did much to
establish rapport between the people of various faiths.
It was due to the efforts of Rev Weber that the merger between the
Congregational Christian Churches and the Evangelical and Reformed
Church was rejected. In May of
1958 Rev. Weber resigned from his position which included not only the
leadership of First Congregational Church but also as a community wide
leader in the city.
Next, another pastor, Rev. Frank Blish, and a new location.

From the National Association of Congregational Christian Churches
A reminder to register for the June 19 & 20 Virtual Annual Meeting &
Conference by clicking below. There is no registration fee, but
registration is required and necessary to connect via Zoom.
REGISTER HERE: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMvf2prjssGNaqKTRFl-BuCQTVrwygd6Q2

All necessary information and voting documents will be available on our
Website. Please continue to watch the Website for updates.
ANNUAL MEETING WEBSITE LINK: https://www.naccc.org/2021-amcinformation.html
NOTE: The 2021 Emergency By-Laws state,‘ New business and
nominations usually made from the floor during the meeting shall be
received by the NACCC office no later than 5:00pm CDT on Tuesday,
June 1, 2021.’
We look forward to seeing you on Saturday, June 19 and Sunday,
June 20!
Thank you,
Carrie Dahm
National Association of Congregational Christian Churches
Meeting Planner
PO Box 288
Oak Creek, WI 53154
414.856.1612
cdahm@naccc.org
www.naccc.org

**Blaine Simons is the official delegate for First Congregational
Church. He is the only person eligible to vote on our behalf. All
others are welcome to participate in the meeting and conference.**

OUT & ABOUT
There are a few Art Exhibits I wanted to invite you to:
97th Annual Spring Salon at the Springville Museum of Art
126 East 400 South, Springville, Utah 84663
801-489-2727 no admission fee, masks required
www.SMOFA.org
Wed. April 21- Sat. July 3rd, 2021
Hours: Tues-Sat 10am-5pm, Wed. 10am-8pm
Ascension by Jeanne Hansen: A mountain peak ascending into the clouds.
Utah Watercolor Society Spring 2021 Show
at the Utah Cultural Celebration Center
1356 West 3100 So.,WVC, Utah 84119
801-965-5100 no admission fee, masks required
Thurs. May 6 - Wed. June 23, 2021
Hours: Mon-Thurs 9am-5pm
Empire Peak by Jeanne Hansen
Bryce-A Connection Afar With Mars
Enjoy and call or text me if you have any questions.
Jeanne Hansen 801-209-2823

FROM THE DEACONS – Phil LeHoux
We will soon be into our second month of in-person worship, since our
Easter Sunday first try. There have not been any issues or concerns, and
those attending have felt comfortable returning. We are continuing to
stream the Sunday Worship, for those who are unable to attend,
Distancing is being maintained with pew demarcations, and everyone is
adhering to the expectation of masking throughout the worship. Our
parish nurses continue to monitor the city’s protocols, which in many cases
exceed the State’s requirements. The city’s protocols have not progressed
to reopening its park meeting venues. At this time, we are monitoring the
situation and will secure the Mountain Dell site for our Outdoor Service
when it becomes available. This year, this may come later than the
second Sunday of June, but it is hoped that it will occur at some point
during the summer.
Our in-person worship is proceeding under slightly revised practices. For
example, we are not doing Offertory collections, as distancing could not
be maintained. Plates are placed at the Sanctuary entrance for offerings
to be left, while we can all enjoy Teresa’s piano meditations during the
time of reflection. The simultaneous streaming of the Worship is also
limiting the movement of the pastor and liturgist to the lower lectern,
without the passing of a microphone for Joys and Concerns. These are
still being invited, but if clear communication through a mask is a concern,
you are invited to pass a note to Janie or the worship deacon before the
worship, and it will be conveyed from the lectern. Choir is another
activity which is still in hiatus, and at this time, no resumption of choir
activity is being contemplated, both to the inherent risks associated with
distancing and voice projection, as well as the proximity to the traditional
end of the choir season. The imminent birth of a son by Devon, our choir
director, is also a “happy complication” to any resumption of choir
activity.
Whichever worship you feel most comfortable with, in person or online,
please join us on Sunday morning, or bring up the Facebook stream at
any time from either the FCC website or Facebook directly.

Parish Nurse Health Tip
10 Things the Fully Vaccinated Need to Know
And We Mean 2 Doses! Unless You Have Received The J & J
Here's what you should and shouldn't do post-vaccination.
If it has been at least two weeks since you received your last dose of the COVID-19
vaccine - Congratulations! You are now considered “fully vaccinated” for the next 6
months.
That is truly something worth celebrating.
But before you toss aside your mask and throw a party, it's important to remember that
the coronavirus is still spreading, along with numerous variants, and the majority of Americans
have yet to be vaccinated — so precautions continue to be necessary to protect yourself and the
people around you.
1. You still need to wear a mask: The coronavirus is still circulating in the U.S., and new and
more contagious variants have emerged. So wearing masks and social distancing are still
important in helping slow its spread until we can reach herd immunity — when an estimated
70 to 85 percent of the population is vaccinated. Until more of the population is vaccinated,
masking is important, not just to protect yourself but also other people. Masking will also help
slow the spread of coronavirus variants — and prevent the emergence of new ones —
because the virus can't mutate if it is not spreading.
2. You could still catch COVID-19: This is the other reason experts don't want you to put aside
your mask just yet. Although all three vaccines authorized for emergency use in the U.S. were
found to be highly effective against severe disease and death from COVID-19, there's still a
chance you could get infected with the virus. The Pfizer and Moderna COVID-19 vaccines
were about 95 percent effective in preventing symptomatic COVID-19 after two doses. The
Johnson & Johnson vaccine was 66.1 percent effective. The whole point of a vaccine is that it
prevents you from dying or ending up in the hospital. But you may still get sick.
3. You could infect someone else: There's also a small chance that you could get infected with
the virus and not even realize it, and then you could transmit it to someone who is not
vaccinated. Researchers are still studying whether the vaccines prevent the asymptomatic
spread of the virus. Early data indicates that they likely do. But the evidence is preliminary
and more research is needed.
4. You can visit friends and family: Fully vaccinated people can gather indoors with others
who are also fully vaccinated, without wearing masks or physical distancing if you choose,
because the chance of anyone getting infected would be remote. You can also spend time
inside with unvaccinated people from a single household without wearing masks or physical
distancing if you choose, as long as no one is at increased risk for severe COVID-19 disease
and no one lives with somebody who's at increased risk as well. That means you can visit (and
hug!) your unvaccinated children and grandchildren. What's important, the CDC says, is to
keep two unvaccinated households from mingling. The agency offers this example: If fully
vaccinated grandparents are visiting with their unvaccinated daughter and her children, and
the daughter's unvaccinated neighbors also come over, the visit should then take place
outdoors, with everyone wearing well-fitted masks and maintaining physical distance (at least
6 feet). This is due to the risk the two unvaccinated households pose to one another. The CDC
still recommends avoiding medium-size and large gatherings.
5. You don't have to quarantine after exposure: You do not have to quarantine or get tested
after an exposure to someone with the coronavirus, as long as you aren't experiencing any

symptoms, the CDC says. If you develop a cough, fever, shortness of breath, diarrhea or other
symptoms of COVID-19, however, you should get tested.
6. You should keep your vaccine record card handy: In the future, you may need proof of
vaccination to travel, work in certain industries or attend large events. Several other countries
already have a validation system in the works, and a number of private companies in the U.S.
are working on creating a digital passport that would include your vaccination status.
Obviously, your vaccine card is your main proof right now. Your card may also come in handy
to confirm which vaccine you received, and when you received it, if a booster dose is required.
Some people are laminating their cards; another way to preserve it is to take a photo and
store it on your phone. If you didn't hang on to your card, the provider that administered your
vaccine should have an electronic or paper record of it.
7. Travel is still discouraged: Even though the number of airline passengers has been rising,
the CDC continues to recommend against travel, even for those who are vaccinated. In terms
of travel, here's what we know: Every time that there's a surge in travel, we have a surge in
cases in this country. We know that many of our variants have emerged from international
places, and we know that the travel corridor is a place where people are mixing a lot. We
are really trying to restrain travel at this current period of time, and we're hopeful that our
next set of guidance will have more science around what vaccinated people can do, perhaps
travel being among them.
8. It's a good time to go to the doctor or dentist: Countless Americans put their health care on
hold due to the pandemic. Now that you're vaccinated, it's time to schedule that colonoscopy,
dental cleaning or elective surgery you've been putting off. Being vaccinated, now is the
safest it has been to have surgery in well over a year. The only screening you may want to
hold off getting right away is your mammogram. Many women develop swelling in the lymph
nodes in their underarm after vaccination, the CDC says. Although the swelling is a normal sign
that your body is building protection to the coronavirus, it could cause a false mammogram
reading. For that reason, some experts recommend waiting four to six weeks after you are
fully vaccinated to get a mammogram.
9. You may need a booster shot: There are reasons we might need a booster shot: If our
immunity wears off naturally or if the virus changes so much that the immunity we have from
the current vaccines proves inadequate. Researchers still don't know how long immunity from
the vaccines will last. Data collecting is continuing. There is a real possibility we will be
getting an annual fall flu and Covid booster shot. The current vaccines should provide some
protection against the coronavirus variants circulating right now. But a few contain a mutation
that may allow the virus to elude some of the antibodies produced through vaccines. The
vaccine manufacturers are working to create booster shots or updated versions of their shots
to improve protection against those variants.
10. A return to normal hinges on herd immunity: Before life can get totally back to normal,
experts say that first we need to reach herd immunity — when enough Americans are
vaccinated to significantly slow the spread of the virus. Estimates of when we will reach that
point range from this summer to early 2022.
The wild card is the variants. Factors that will affect that timeline include the percentage of
Americans willing to get the vaccine, how quickly a vaccine for children is authorized and how
well the vaccines work against more contagious variants of the virus.
Sources: Michelle Crouch, AARP, March 19, 2021, CDC, Atlanta, March
2021

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING – MAY 2ND –
PROPOSED BYLAW AMENDMENTS
On Sunday, May 2, there will be a congregational meeting after church
to vote on proposed amendments to the FCC bylaws. A memo
summarizing the proposed changes is copied in full below. A copy of the
bylaws themselves, showing proposed additions underlined and deletions
struck through is on the church website at
https://www.firstcongregationalslc.org/news.html. If passed, these
bylaws will eliminate the distinction between voting and non-voting
members, but amendments must be approved under the rules currently in
force. Thus, only “voting members” may vote on May 2. All those who
were “voting members” on December 31, 2020, may vote. If you believe
you have met the criteria to obtain or restore your voting rights since that
time, please confirm this with Moderator Cissy Wolff at
cissywolff@gmail.com.
The current bylaws also require a quorum of 30% of the voting
membership, another requirement which will be relaxed if the proposals
pass. The meeting will take place in-person only, so please make an effort to
come to church next Sunday. Questions, discussion, and amendments may
be offered at the meeting, but it would be helpful if you sent any such
questions or proposed amendments in advance to Susan Olson, who
chaired the Bylaws Committee, at kellolsn@msn.com by Friday.
Reservations are no longer required to attend the service or the meeting,
but other Covid precautions will be taken.

Treasurer’s Explanation of the Church Financial Report – March 2021
FCC ran a $3,907 surplus in March. Over the first nine months of this
fiscal year the deficit was $13,884. Consequently, the general fund
balance fell from $199,490 on June 30 to $185,606 on March 31.
Unrestricted Giving was $7,430 in March, $894 below budget.
Unrestricted Giving year-to date was $64,801, $24,178 less than the
$88,979 budgeted for the nine months.
Total church revenue was $24,558 in March and $193,455 year-to date. Reimbursements from the FCC Trust accounted for $2,060 of the
month’s and $53,428 of the year-to-date revenue, respectively.
T-Mobile paid six years of property taxes that it owed us resulting in
$7,825 of miscellaneous income in March. Additionally, lease income
from T-Mobile rose by $296 to $2,143.
Expenses year-to-date are near budgeted amounts in most categories.
Utilities and Inside Maintenance expenses combined are about $4,300
below budget. Outside maintenance is $47,000 below budget because
a couple major projects slated for this year have been deferred. The
$13,884 year-to-date deficit is $916 larger than the $13,884 deficit
budgeted for the first nine months of the fiscal year.
Revenue from the Trust, building rentals, and cellular antenna leases
(“building revenue”) has exceeded building and ground costs so far this
year. Revenue from those sources totaled $102,041 - $26,318 more
than Building and Grounds expenses. Congregational giving, interest
income and miscellaneous revenue, has fallen short of covering the cost of
employees, administration, and church activities by $40,202 this fiscal
year.

May 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1

2 Facebook Live 3

4

and in Person
Worship at
10:30am

Deacons Meeting Men’s Breakfast Zoom Book Study
Zoom @7pm
7am
@7pm

Mother’s Day

10

Facebook Live
and in Person
Worship at
10:30am every
Sunday
Ekklesia Worship
Service @11am
16 Facebook
17
Live and in
Person Worship
at 10:30am
Ekklesia Worship
Service @11am

23 Facebook

24

Live and in
Person Worship
at 10:30am

12

31

13

Zoom CE Meeting Pastor Coffee
Zoom at 10am
@7pm

Zoom Book Study
@7pm

Ekklesia Meeting
in Heritage Room
@6pm

Kristi Printing May
16 and 23
Sunday Bulletins
Today

18

7

8

14

15

19

20

21

22

Ekklesia Meeting Pastor Coffee
Zoom Book Study Blood Drive in
in Heritage Room Zoom at10am
@7pm
Gym 1pm – 6pm
@6pm
Zoom Council
Meeting
Kristi Out of
Office May 18 - @7:00pm
21
Clarion Deadline
Annual Reports
Deadline

25

26

Pastor Janie will
be participating in
Idaho School
Board
Graduations
Today

Live and in
Memorial Day
Person Worship
at 10:30am every
Sunday
Ekklesia Worship
Service @11am

11

Ekklesia Meeting Pastor Coffee –
in Heritage Room Zoom
@6pm
10am

Ekklesia Worship
Service @11am

30 Facebook

6

Ekklesia Meeting Pastor Coffee
in Heritage Room Zoom at 10am
@6pm

Ekklesia Worship
Service @11am

9

5

27
No Book Group
Today
Pastor Janie will
be participating in
Idaho School
Board
Graduations
Today

28

29
Women’s
Luncheon at
Noon In Fireside
Room

June 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue
1

Wed
2

Thu
3

Fri

Sat

4

5

11

12

18

19

Deacons Meeting In Person Men’s Zoom Book Study
– Zoom @7pm Breakfast
@7pm
7am
Pastor Coffee
Zoom at 10am

6 Annual Meeting

7

Facebook Live
and in Person
Worship at
10:30am

8

9

10

Zoom CE Meeting Pastor Coffee
@7pm
Zoom at 10am

Zoom Book Study
@7pm

15

16

17

Pastor Coffee
Zoom at 10am

Zoom Book Study
@7pm

Ekklesia Worship
Service @11am

13

14

Facebook Live
and in Person
Worship at
10:30am

Virtual NACCC
Annual Meeting
through Monday
the 21st

Zoom Council
Meeting
@7:00pm

Ekklesia Worship
Service @11am

Clarion Deadline

20

21

22

Father’s Day

23

24

25

Pastor Coffee
Zoom at 10am

Kristi Out of the
Office

Kristi Out of the
Office

Facebook Live
and in Person
Worship at
10:30am

Zoom Book Study
@7pm

Ekklesia Worship
Service @11am

27
Facebook Live
and in Person
Worship at
10:30am
Ekklesia Worship
Service @11am

28

29

30
Pastor Coffee
Zoom at 10am

26
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